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The Play of Time in Sports 
 
Various qualities and expressions of time, such as temporality, timing, and tempo are 
unequivocally involved in the physical activities of sport. Similarly, social, managerial, 
economic and political aspects of sport are also intertwined with time. In the contemporary 
world, where sport is a big industry and implicates international economic and political 
dynamics, the politics of time is critical to the management and impact of sport on the socio-
economic and political dynamics of countries and regions. This special issue of Recreation and 
Society in Africa, Asia and Latin America on time and sports aims to highlight the role of time in 
sports by presenting examples of the political and economic context of sports in which time 
plays a pivotal role.  
 
Time provides grounds for all human activities to occur and is, therefore, an important concept to 
study in the arts, humanities, the social sciences (Adam, 1990; El Guindi, 2008; Geertz, 1960; 
Gingrich, 2002; Mughal, 2009, 2014a; Nowotny, 1975). It is the complicated nature and thus 
pervasive role of time in all spheres of human activities that make studying it require 
multidisciplinary approaches (Bergmann, 1992; Hassard, 1990; Mughal, 2014b). The concept of 
time is used in sports and leisure studies in several ways (Beck & Arnold, 2009; Biddle et al., 
2009; Godoy-Pressland, 2014; Harvey, 1990; Ramos & Folkers, 1994). Studying time in sports, 
on the one hand, elaborates on the categories of time and, on the other hand, generates typologies 
of sports (Martínková & Parry, 2011). All the papers included in this special issue deal with the 
concept of time in a variety of ways. Among the major themes that emerge from these papers are 
the seasonality of sport events and the politics of time in sports. Season or seasonality is a cyclic 
expression of time that regulates the timing of a sport event. Seasonality provides continuity to 
specific sport events on a cyclical basis. Similarly, the politics of time, also interconnected to 
seasonality, points to the articulation of and control over time in order to manipulate ethnic, 
regional, and economic factors in sport events. 
 
There are three papers included in this special issue. The first paper, by Glen Duerr, on the 
participation of Caribbean teams in North American professional soccer, highlights the issues of 
time and money in club and international football. This study deals with the issue of time on two 
levels.  Firstly, it analyses the game from a horology perspective in which time affects football in 
a myriad of ways. Secondly, drawing on the literature on time and institutions, the study argues 
whether a “Caribbean division” plays in either the North American Soccer League (NASL) or 
United Soccer League (USL)-Pro league, it would be beneficial for all the participating teams in 
terms of their qualifying for the FIFA World Cup. The appropriate timing of the creation and 
retention of Caribbean division in 2011 could have changed the scenario for small Caribbean 
teams that are talented but lack resources. Drawing on the concept of supra-nationalism (Duerr, 
2007), Duerr argues in favour of the “Caribbean division” in North American soccer. The study 
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highlights the issue of timing that limits the participation of Caribbean teams in North America, 
influenced by economic constraints.  
 
Through a case study of Nigeria, James Okolie-Osemene and Rosemary Okoh in their paper 
address the threatened stability of Nigerian football seasons. They highlight the issues of 
mismanaging the events and occurrence of disputes related to the choice of venues and refusal by 
losing teams to play until the 90th minute or the abandonment of matches, among others, as the 
reasons behind not having stable football seasons in Nigeria. Okolie-Osemene and Okoh have 
provided a comprehensive account of the use and politics of time in Nigerian football as 
operationalised in the game and in the administration of sport events. The central theme in the 
paper is seasonality, and underpins the continuity of football seasons without disputes as healthy 
for the Nigeria Football Federation and Premier League. 
 
Cristina Jönsson and Crystal Lewis, in their paper, assess the social impacts of hosting a sport 
event in tourism high season in Barbados. The study takes into account the perceptions of people 
residing near the event venue with regard to the social, economic and environmental impacts of 
sport events. The authors are of the opinion that the seasonality of the event and the manner in 
which local residents perceive the impact of a road racing event in the Run Barbados Series is 
critical to its future. Furthermore, the suitable timing of the event is critical for tourist 
participation. The study also recommends a longitudinal analysis of social impact assessment of 
such events over different seasons.  
 
With these three papers, this issue contributes to our understanding of the concept of time and its 
role in sports. It also provides some new dimensions to analyse sports from social, cultural and 
political perspectives. Taking this opportunity, I would like to thank the chief editor of 
Recreation and Society in Africa, Asia and Latin America, Peet van der Merwe, for his support 
during the editorial process. I am grateful to Hamza Hasan, Dalia Iskander, Dori Beeler and 
Chris Diming for their immense cooperation during the editorial process. 
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